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Social Workers Meet Riverside 


~The California Conference of Social Work has 
chosen as the theme for its twenty-fourth annual 
meeting ‘‘Social Values in an Economie Crisis.’’ The 
meeting will be held at Riverside, May Ist to oth. 
Speakers of national prominence in social welfare 
work will appear on the program, which promises 
to prove a laboratory of research effort. In addition 
to the eight sections of the conference, covering the 
entire range of social service activities, delegates 
to the meeting will have the added advantage of 
some two score kindred group meetings attracted to 
Riverside by the conference of this State body. 
There will be four general sessions with programs 
devoted to themes of broad interest and importance 
to all delegates. Chester H. Rowell, noted publicist 
and writer, will be the principal speaker the opening 
night, Sunday, May Ist. The following night Dr. 
Carl A. Menninger, distinguished psychiatrist of 
Topeka, Kansas, will speak on ‘‘ Origins and Masques 
of Fear.’’ Sanford Bates, Federal director of 
prisons, with headquarters in Washington, D. C., will 
be the speaker on Tuesday night. The topic, ‘‘The 
Lawless Enforcement of the Law,’’ will be jointly 
digeussed on Wednesday night by Judge Leon R. 
Yankwiech and J. A. Finlinson, assistant chief of 
police, both of Los Angeles. 
The eight sectional conferences will be on delin- 
(ueney, education, family and child welfare, health, 
industry, organization and administration, racial 
citizenship and leisure time. The sectional confer- 


ences are scheduled for the mornings only, allowing 


the afternoons free for the various group meetings. 
~The Memorial Auditorium will be the conference 
headquarters. Harry F. Henderson of Los Angeles 
is president of the conference with Dr. W. B. Wells 
of Riverside, vice president and A. B. C. Dohrmann 
of San Francisco, treasurer. The program committee 
consists of I. Irving Lipsitch, Los Angeles, chairman, 
Alicia Mosgrove, San Francisco, W. C. Selleck, River- 
side, George M. Day, Los Angeles, Aleta Brownlee, 
Santa Barbara, John P. Plover, Santa Rosa, Gordon 
S. Watkins, Los Angeles, Zdenka Buben, Los Angeles, 
Mrs. J. Stewart Burgess, Claremont, Joseph Bona- 
part, Los Angeles, Gladys L. Keyes, San Diego and 
Charles I. Schottland, Los Angeles. 

Miss Anita Eldridge, executive secretary, reports a 
wide-spread interest in the Riverside meeting that 
vives promise of a record attendance. Program and 
other information may be had by addressing inquiries 
to Miss Eldridge, 20 Second Street, San Francisco. 


NEW SWIMMING POOL REGULATIONS — 
New swimming pool regulations were adopted on 


March 12, 1932, in pursuance of an amendment to 


the State Swimming Pool Act that empowers the 
State Board of Public Health to exercise general 
supervision of swimming pool sanitation and to adopt 
regulations to be enforced by the local health author- 
ities. The new regulations are in the hands of the 
printer and will be available soon. 
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LOST DOLLARS 
Dr. R. C. Main, health officer of Santa Barbara 
County in the monthly bulletin which is issued by his 


department, publishes an informative article under 
He states that the schools of his 


the above caption. 
county are losing money every year because of the 
ill health of children. ‘‘ Each child enrolled has fur- 
nished for him a definite place in the school—the 


building is erected, the room is warmed, the seat for 


his particular size is provided, and the teacher is 


employed for his every school day ; but. if that pupil ) 


is absent, all this expenditure is lost.’’ Dr. Main 
states that the total number of days so lost in the 


school year 1930-1931 was 89,779, or an average of 


nineteen days for each pupil registered. The loss at 


65 cents per pupil per day amounts to $58,356.35. 
Dr. Main further states: 


The attendance officer can deal with truancy and with the 
carelessness or indifference on the part of parents who keep 
their children out of school for trival reasons; but when a 
child is out of school because he is sick, the remedy for this 


wasted money is more complicated. The first thing to do, of 


course, is to ascertain what proportion of the absent children 
were absent because of illness. There is nothing in the school 
law requiring teachers to keep complete records of the cause of 
absence, but there are some teachers in Santa Barbara County 
who are sufficiently interested in the matter to give it closer 
attention than has been the practice heretofore, and with the 
assistance of these teachers (about one-third of the total num- 
ber), the County Health Department was enabled to obtain 
more accurate information upon this subject. The records 
kept by these teachers for the school year 1930-31 indicate 
that 28 per cent of the absenteeism was due to colds in the 
head, sore throats, tonsilitis, and the like. Fourteen per cent 
was due to the common contagious diseases of childhood, and 
4 per cent to necessary exclusion of children from school because 
they had been exposed to some communicable disease and were 
expected daily to develop that illness. In addition to these 
absences from causes more or less preventable, there were 21 
per cent due to sickness (or injuries) not considered amenable 
to public health measures, plus miscellaneous causes, including 
truancy, visiting, shopping trips, and other absences at the 
request of parents, amounting to 33 per cent of the whole. 
Public health people have long known that the child who 
has frequent colds and other diseases of the respiratory tract 
is a fit subject for tuberculosis. 
a ‘suspect. We have mentioned before that Santa Barbara 
County has a high tuberculosis rate. We can count the number 
of deaths per year from that cause and, knowing, through 
careful studies made in various parts of the world, the behavior 


of this disease, we can closely estimate the number of cases 


existing in the county. There would seem to be a correlation 
between the high tuberculosis rate and the high absence-from- 
school rate. This year the County Health Department has 
undertaken a more comprehensive study of tuberculosis, which 
necessarily includes a careful study of these children who show 
frequent absences on account of the respiratory affections. The 
keenest interest has been manifested by parents, and almost 
daily there has been commendation from one source or another 
of this enlarged activity of the health department. More and 
more the teachers of the county are becoming interested in the 
reasons for lowered daily attendance, and we hope to have 
such a complete record kept in every school of the county as 
will enable us to know, each year, just what proportion of the 
time lost and money wasted is due to illness—and what pro- 
portion of that is preventable. 

When the parents, the schools and the health department do 
the. right kind of team work, the percentage of loss from 
absenteeism is going to be materially reduced. 


The art of nursing is a gift of God. 


He is almost always justifiably | 


INSPECTION OF HIGHWAY EATING PLACES 


The following inspections of highway eating places 
in various districts of the State were undertaken dur- 
ing the month of February: 


Contra Costa County. 213 inspected; 127 found 


satisfactory ; 42 with minor defects and 44 with insani- 
. tary conditions. 


In addition, 22 places were visited 
that were not inspected because they were closed at 
the time of the visit. 

San Luis Obispo County. At the request of the 
health officer, all eating places situated along the main 
highway from the north to the south line of the 
county were inspected. Out of 36 such places that 
were visited, satisfactory conditions were found in 26 


minor defects in 5, and 5 were closed at the time of 
the visit, as they are open only during the tourist 


season. 
Foothill Boulevard, between San Bernardino and 


Upland. A reinspection of 15 food-handling estab- 


lishments was made and it was discovered that 12 had 
complied with instructions previously given, 2 had 
made improvements and 1 was closed. | 

Valley Boulevard, between San Bernardino and 
Colton. Out of 14 food-handling establishments 
inspected, satisfactory conditions were found in 8 and 
insanitary conditions were noted in 6. | 

Santa Cruz and Watsonville Highway. Out of 67 
places inspected, satisfactory conditions were found 
in 42 and insanitary conditions in 25. 

Los Gatos and Santa Cruz Highway. Out of 16 
places inspected, satisfactory conditions were found 
in 10 and inanosery conditions in 6. 


SAN DIEGO FOOD HANDLERS TO BE 
EXAMINED 


~The City Council of San Diego on March 16 
adopted an ordinance by which physical examination 
of all persons engaged in purveying foodstuffs to the 
general public is made mandatory. This measure pre- 
scribes sanitary methods of handling foodstuffs and 
provides penalties for failure to cooperate in safe- 
guarding the public health. Pasadena has enforced 
a similar ordinance for many years. 


CANCELLATION OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
PERMIT 


On March 12, 1932, the Board cancelled the per- 
mit granted June 4, 1927, to the Title Insurance 
Trust Company of Los Angeles to construct sewer- 
age works at Dana Point in Orange County, with 


disposal of effluent into Pacific Ocean 1500 feet off 
shore. 
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_OVER-PRODUCTION OF NURSES 


~\ A discouraging report based on figures supplied by 


the United States Bureau of the Census has just been 
issued by the grading committee of the American 
Nurses’ Association. This report states that the total 


population during the period 1920-1930 increased 7 


per cent, but the total number of trained nurses has 
increased 78 per cent. This increase is conspicuous in 
California, due to the migration of large numbers of 
nurses from other states who desire to live under the 
favorable climatic conditions in California. The 
American Nurses’ Association states that if nursing 
is to avoid disaster the steady production of more 
students who become graduates must cease. The 
nursing profession faces serious problems in the con- 
trol of over-production. It would seem that even 
higher standards must be developed and maintained 
in order that there may be employment for all quali- 
fied nurses. 


MEMORY OF ROBERT KOCH IS HONORED 


Fifty years ago, March 24, 1882, Robert Koch 
announced the discovery of the tubercle bacillus. 
Health departments, tuberculosis associations, medical 
societies and other organizations are paying homage 


to Koch and his discovery. The observance of this 


anniversary celebration is nation-wide. 
Following the discovery of the causative organism, 


direct efforts in the control of tuberculosis were made 
possible. The remarkable reduction that has been 


made in the tuberculosis death rate has been made 
possible to a certain extent through the work of 
Robert Koch. His discovery was one of the first 
great discoveries in bacteriology and modern public 
health procedures are based largely upon the discov- 
erles, of which this was the great forerunner. 


CANCELLATION OF OYSTER BED 
CERTIFICATE 


Certificate No. 6 granted to Eureka Oyster Com- 


pany of Areata on November 14, 1931, for native 
shell stock (cocktail oysters) taken from Arcata Bay, 


Ilumboldt County, was cancelled by the Board of 


Public Health on March 12, 1932. This certificate 
covers the entire area lying north of Arcata Trestle 
between the Trestle and the shore, an area that is 
known as Daniel Slough and approximates 500 acres. 
The cancellation was the result of the Department’s 
findings of pollution in the oysters and in the over- 
lving waters. 


When controversy bursts forth, the first one to 
become silent is assuredly of good family.—Talmud. 


SPECIAL ORDER REQUIRING DISCONNECTION 
OF CROSS CONNECTIONS WITH THE 
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY OF THE 
EAST BAY AREA 


Under the Sanitary Water Systems Act, the 
temporary permit held by the East Bay Municipal 
Utility District was amended by the board on March 
12, 1932, by an order requiring disconnection of 
cross connections with private supplies. The order 
requires an overhead feed of the public water supply 
to private tanks or, if the private installation is 


without a tank, the cross connection must be pro-_ 


tected by an approved double check valve installa- 
tion, for which a system of supervision must be pro- 
vided. Cross connections will not be allowed on any 
new services; this has been the policy of the com- 
pany for some time. 


KERN COUNTY ISSUES HEALTH BULLETIN 


The Kern County Health Department, of which 
Dr. Jo B. Smith is health officer, has started publica- 
tion of a printed monthly bulletin which summarizes 
the activities of the health department and provides 
information relative to communicable disease control. 


DOCTOR WELLS HEADS COUNTY EMPLOYEES 


Dr. W. B. Wells, health officer of Riverside County, 
has been elected president of the newly organized 
Riverside Employees Association. He has appointed 
committees to carry on the work of the new organi- 
zation. Dr. Wells is also president of the California 
State Health Officers’ Association. 


We demand of men that they follow the herd; we 
suspect them if they express doubts of the tradition.— 
Laski. 


| MORBIDITY* 
Diphtheria. 

64 cases of diphtheria have been reported, as follows: Contra 
Costa County 1, Fresno County 1, Humboldt County 1, Inm- 
perial County 1, Bakersfield 1, Los Angeles County 4, Alham- 
bra 2, Inglewood 1, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 29, San 
Fernando 1, Santa Monica 2; Monterey Park 1, Orange County 
3, Riverside 2, Sacramento 3, San Francisco 3, San Joaquin 
County 1, Stockton z= Sutter County 1, Exeter 1, Ventura 
County 2. 


Scarlet Fever. 


135 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda 1, Fresno County 4, Fresno 1, Glenn County 2, Or- 
land 3, Humboldt County 3, Imperial County 3, Brawley 1, 
Los Angeles County 12, Alhambra 1, Compton 4, Glendale 1, 
Huntington Park 2, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 55, Pasadena 1, 
San Gabriel 2, San Marino 2, Santa Monica 1, Whittier 2, 
Lynwood 2, South Gate 3, Bell 1, Gardena 1, Orange County 4, 
Santa Ana 3, Placer County 1, Sacramento 2, San Bernardino 


* From reports received on March 28th and 29th for week 
ending March 26th. 
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County 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 5, Burlingame 1, Red- Montebello 2, Pasadena 6, Pomona 1, San Fernando 2, Whit. 


ia. wood City 1, Santa Barbara County 8, Stanislaus Counts 1, tier 12, Torrance 1, South Gate 1, Madera County 1, Santa 
es Lindsay 1, Ventura County 1. Ana 2, Sacramento 1, San Bernardino 2, Chula Vista 3, San 
ce | Diego 5, San Francisco 6, San Joaquin County 8, Stockton 5, 
ie | Smallpox. | San Luis Obispo County 6, Paso Robles 2, San Luis Obispo 1. 
oy ah 23 cases of smallpox have been reported, as follows: Kern Burlingame 2, San Mateo 1, Santa Maria 1, Mountain View 1, 
toma County 2, Hanford 6, Madera County 8, San Francisco 7. Palo Alto 3, San Jose 2, Redding x Sonora 1, Ventura Coun. 
ty 5, Fillmore 

4 +) i 8 cases of typhoid fever have been Lae ey as follows: Hay- Meningitis (epidemic). 

i m | ward 1, El Centro 2, Monterey County 1, Sacramento 1, San 4 cases of epidemic meningitis have been reported, as follows: 
| hm Francisco 1, Sonoma County 1, California 1.** Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 1, Monterey County 1, San 
| he Francisco 1. 

ae 431 cases of measles have been reported, as follows: Ala- Jaundice (epidemic). 


meda 1, Berkeley 3, Hayward 1, Oakland 23, Contra Costa One case of epidemic jaundice from Humboldt County has 
CC County 1, Hercules 1, Richmond 7, El Dorado County 2, Fresno been reported. 


Ba} ~ County 7, Humboldt County 18, Eureka 1, Kings County 1, ; 
i Los Angeles County 3, Huntington Park 1, Los Angeles 8, Actinomycosis. 

— ee San Fernando 1, South Gate 1, Madera 8, Marin County 83, One case of actinomycosis from San Francisco has been 
ee. } Napa County 1, Napa 1, Orange County 1, Orange 1, Plumas _ reported. 
ee County 1, Sacramento 64, North Sacramento 1, San Fran- ’ 
4 ng cisco 136, San Joaquin County 33, Stockton 45, Santa Bar- Psittacosis. 
as bara County 5, Lompoc 3, Santa Clara County 6, San Jose 1, 2 cases of psittacosis from Los Angeles have been peported. 
s te Sonoma County 32, Red Bluff 8, Tulare County 1, Ventura | 
4 County 4, Davis 1. Coccidioidal Granuloma. 
a ne case of coccidioidal granuloma from San Francisco has 
Whooping Cough. been reported. 
ie 183 cases of whooping cough have been reported, as follows: ————— 
Oakland 26, Contra Costa County 3, Eureka 2, El Centro 2, California” represent patients ill before 
aa eri e Sta e eir illness travel- 
oF Kings County 1, Los Angeles County 13, Alhambra 1, Comp- ing about the State throughout the incubation period of the 
| i ae ton 1, Glendale 2, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 38, Monrovia 11, disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 

| 

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS 

| Most reportable diseases are 
| 

By: Week ending Reports Week ending Reports less prevalent. 

for week __|for week | 

ending ending a 

receive received 

= Mar. 5 | Mar. 12 | Mar. 19 by Mar.7 | Mar. 14 | Mar. 21 by Animal rabies shows a slight 
Mar. 29 | Mar. 31 

| | | increase. 

| 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 LA 

Chicken 085 1 085 1 096 635 653 679 657 513 

Ta | Dysentery (Amoebic) - - - 2 0 3 1 2 0 4 1 | twenty three reported Cases. 
Dysentery (Bacillary) - - 2 5 1 | 0 2 

— +. Encephalitis (Epidemic) - “9 1 1 0 5 1 § 0 FA 

ood Poisoning----- Wo cases 0 S1Utacosis were 
German Measles---- 22 12 27 16 20 22 14 20 Pp 
ha Gonococcus Infection.-.| 165 246 127 125 145 110 110 105 reported. 

1 0 0 0 0 0 

228 173 140 113 660 542 450 229 

mie | Jaundice (Epidemic) - - - - 0 3 0 1 1 1 

0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 

ee es a 1 4 0 1 1 1 1 0 

441 586 561 431 1,287 1,375 1,449 1,796 

asi Meningitis (Epidemic) - - 10 4 3 4 Ee 7 3 4 

| a et 181 251 152 397 368 369 348 

Paratyphoid 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 

0 0 3 0 0 0 | 0 0 

Pneumonia (Lobar) - -- 76 58 104 88 89 79 

ee Penomwenwes.......-... 5 7 3 0 12 3 2 2 

hi Psittacosis__...-..----- 2 1 0 2 0 a4 0 0 

Rabies (Human) 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rabies (Animal) 13 21 13 14 26 22 29 30 

a Scarlet Fever__..-_---- 153 144 167 135 157 144 153 162 

ee Septic Sore Throat--_-_-- 5 0 2 0 0 1 4 0 

a a 11 13 8 23 73 56 36 46 ° 

196 344 191 185 || #189 149 170 146 

0 0 2 2 0 0 1 

0 2 7 3 1 3 0 

.....--<- 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuberculosis. 287 261 220 191 272 247 214 195 

ae Typhoid Fever - - ------- 2 10 5 8 7 12 7 ie 

Undulant Fever. _----- 0 3 0 0 1 5 1 1 

Whooping Cough- -- ---- 245 319 183 (275 293 343 300 

3,200 | 3,596 | 3,348] 2,359 || 4,300/| 4,258 | 4,200] 40,63 
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